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A LATIN AMERICAN CHRISTMAS:
The nine days before Christmas have special importance in

Mexico. These days are called posadas, which means inns or lodg-
ings. On each day, Mexicans reenact Mary and Joseph's search for
lodgings on the first Christmas Eve. Two children carrying figures of
Mary and Joseph lead a procession of people to a particular house.
The people knock on the door and ask for lodgings. They are
refused at first but finally are admitted.

After each posada ceremony, Mexicans feast and celebrate.
Children enjoy trying to break the pinata, a brightly decorated paper
or clay figure containing candy and small gifts. The pinata may be
shaped like an animal, an elf, a star, or some other object. It is hung
from the ceiling, and the children take turns trying to hit it with a
stick while blindfolded. When someone breaks the pinata, the gifts
and candy fall to the floor, and the children scramble for them.

Children in some Latin-American countries, including Brazil,
Colombia, and parts of Mexico, receive gifts on Christmas Day. In
Argentina, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, and most areas of Mexico, the
wise men leave the presents on the eve of Epiphany. In Venezuela,
people have a late supper after returning from midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve. Most of these meals include hallacas, which are corn-
meal pies stuffed with chicken, pork, beef, and spices. A favorite
Christmas dish in Argentina is ninos envueltos (wrapped children).
It consists of rolled beef slices filled with seasoned mincemeat.
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~ Open to the Public ~
TUES. - THUR. $20 SPECIAL!

Golf Cart • Lunch • Drink
(888) GolfTDS • California City, CA

The Only 4-Door Tow
Truck in Town! 24 Hour

Roadside Assistance!

371-4601

Dave & Shelley’s
Firewood. 

Call today to stock up!
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OVER THIRTY YEARS
EXPERIENCE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

EXPERT DIAGNOSIS
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CALL FOR 
APPOINTMENT

Quality Repairs
Friendly Service
Reasonable Rates

COMPLETE AUTO 
SERVICE

MAINTENANCE/REPAIRS

SENIOR & STUDENT 
DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE

ALL MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED

117 So. Gemstone Ave. Ph. 384-4074

Basham
Automotive

We 
Have

Propane!

• SHOWERS • COUNTERTOPS • FLOORS

Reliable, Quality Work, GUARANTEED!
FREE Estimates!

Donnie Piepmeier
384-2033

Owner/Contractor License #820653

DEAN PHILIPPY
“THE DEAN OF REAL ESTATE”

A-1 REALTY
634 S. China Lake Blvd., Ste. L Phone: 375-3906
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 Fax: 375-6369
www.a1realtyridgecrest.com Toll Free: (800) 521-1187

dean@a1realtyridgecrest.com

109 N. ALVORD STREET • 375-9496
www.desertrhythmrecords.com

“Distinctive Gifts for all Seasons!”

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SHARI DAVIDSON

218 N. Sanders St.
371-1999

THE CUSTOM COUNTERTOPS & CABINET SPECIALISTS!

375-6290 Visit us Online at 
www.loscarcountertopsandcabinets.com

C.A.Lic.#509609
Nevada

Lic.#55620
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Distinctive & Durable

Design, Fabrication, Installation

•BEAUTY SUPPLIES
• HAIR & NAIL

SALON
459 China Lake Blvd

375-7508 (Salon) • 375-9577 (Supplies)

Why pay 6%
Commission?

We can save
you thousands!

Terry Riggs, REALTOR®

211 N. Balsam Street 
OFFICE: 371-1005

FAX: 371-2244 CELLULAR: 382-0062
EMAIL: ridgecrest@helpusell.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome To

We Invite you to Try Our Buffet!
BUFFET

Monday - Friday: 11am to 1:30pm Saturday: 4:30pm to 8:30pm
SUNDAY BRUNCH

10am to 2pm

A NEW GENERATION OF TRUCKS...HIGH
DESERT

HOME
CENTER

A NEW GENERATION OF COVERS!
Strong, lightweight, durable, easy off & on,

superior design, weather-tite & safe.

The bed cover you’ve been waiting
for is here and we’ve got it!

Randy Allen & Thad Burt
Owners

1639 S. China Lake Blvd.
ph: 384.4851 • fax: 371.7641

375-9741 
Located at the corner of

Ridgecrest Blvd & Downs

HOLIDAY TRIVIA & HO HO HO’S:
The Montgomery Wards department store created Rudolph the

Red-Nosed Reindeer.

Christmas comes from Old English; Cristes maesse or Mass of
Christ.

Santa Claus was born in 280AD as Nicholas, he wore a red and
white Bishop's robe.

The first stockings filled were of 3 poor girls, who had them dry-
ing by the fire.

People who kissed under the Mistletoe were to end their griev-
ances with each other.

The first electric Christmas tree lights were telephone switch-
board lights.

The 12 Days of Christmas song was actually a secret message
song.

Y2K or 2000AD, is not 2000 years since the birth of Christ.

Joseph could had Mary stoned to death for becoming pregnant.

Herod probably feared the Magi (Wisemen).

The Christ child was probably born in a cave.

desert rhythm records
Local Personalized Service

New & Used CD’s,Vinyls, DVD’s,
T-Shirts, & Posters

• Rock • Punk • Country • Jazz 
• Blues • Rap

Open Mic Night 
Last Saturday of Month
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301 S. CHINA LAKE BLVD • (760) 375-6778

“THE SOLUTION TO YOUR
PROMOTIONAL NEEDS”

• Special Occasions • Grand Openings
• Fundraisers • Holiday Events

K. A. Holden
(760) 267-0756 Ridgecrest, California

kaholden53@yahoo.com 

TOYS FOR TOTS
SPONSOR

PAT NELSON-HOLDEN
CATERING MANAGER
446-7910 EXT. 328

The Ultimate Beauty Experience 
for Men & Women

Albert Yadao
Colorist

205 Balsam St. • 375-1353
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REMODELED & UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

634 S. CHINA LAKE BLVD • 371-1533
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THERE’S SOMETHING NEW AT

Daily Specials!
Open 7 Days a Week

or on the web @
www.the-immortal-realm.com
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• Holiday Newsletters
• Holiday Greeting Cards

• 2006 Business Cards Calendars
• & Much More!

Call 371-7813 
or 793-7976

THA SWEET SPOT
409 S. China Lake Blvd

(across from Best Western)
(760) 203-2484

• Holiday Gift Baskets • 60 Different Chocolates
• Fudge • Sugar Free Candies • Taffy • Jelly Bellys • Jawbreakers 

Great for gifts, parties, or just because!
Holiday Hours: Monday-Saturday 11am-7pm

Get a 10% Discount with this ad!

JAMES MONROE

Custom Upholstery
Leather Work

Period Clothing

1353 W. Inyokern
Rd. Unit A

382-4965

LOCAL BUSINESSES SHOWING SUPPORT FOR THE CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY.
Color Me In

Help Frost Find His Hat

CHRISTMAS LITERATURE QUIZ

Q1: Who wrote “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” more 
commonly known as “Twas’ the Night Before
Christmas?”

Q2: Who is the villian of Charles Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol?”

Q3: This rhyming holiday tale was written by 
Dr. Seuss.

CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT
This holiday season, whether you’re decorating,
shopping or opening gifts, see if you can find the fol-
lowing items. Check them off as you do:

❑ Toy Train ❑ Giant Snowman ❑ Live
Reindeer ❑ Manger ❑ Snow ❑ Candy

Canes ❑ Sleigh ❑ Menorah 
❑ Gingerbread House

Ingredients: 1 1/2 Cups sugar, 2 cups miniature
marshmallows, 1 5-ounce can evaporated milk,
1/4 cup margarine or butter, 1 12-ounce package
semisweet chocolate pieces, 1 teaspoon vanilla
extract, 1 10 to 12-ounce can mixed nuts

Instructions: In 2-quart glass measure, cook
sugar, 1 cup marshmallows, milk, and margarine

on High for four and a half to six and a half min-
utes until melted, stirring once during cooking.
Stir; cook for another one and a half minutes. Stir
in chocolate and vanilla until smooth. Fold in nuts
and remaining marshmallows. Spread in foil-
lined 8" by 8" baking pan. Refrigerate until firm.
Cut into 24 pieces.

Get the Picture Answer:Christmas Ornament 
Christmas Literature Answers: Q1: Ebenezer Scrooge Q2: Clement Clarke Moore Q3:

“How the GrinchStole Christmas”

A TASTY TREAT TO LEAVE OUT FOR SANTA! VERY ROCKY ROAD FUDGE




